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Welcome Message  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

It is an exciting time in any young person’s life, when they are  given the opportunity to choose which subjects they would like 

to study at Key Stage 4. This booklet will provide them with key information to allow them to make these important decisions.  

At Fareham Academy, we value the importance of a broad and balanced curriculum. In an ever changing workplace, it is our 

intention to ensure that your child will have the key skills that are valued by further education establishments and employers. 

We also aim to provide them with the best possible extra-curricular experiences. We foster leadership skills, aspiration, 

dedication, respect, resilience, kindness and cultural awareness. Our ambition is for your child to achieve their highest level of 

performance by unlocking their potential and creating life changing opportunities.  

We know that your child may choose to go on to study at university. Competition for places, especially at the best universities, 

is very high. Universities therefore have to find a way of deciding who should be offered a place. The Government introduced 

an overall measure called the English Baccalaureate, referred to as an E-Bacc. This is awarded to students who add a language 

and either History or Geography to their Core subjects. At the moment it seems unlikely that universities will insist on you 

having this award for entry, but they may well use it to decide between two otherwise equally well qualified applicants for a 

course.  

Although the academic curriculum is a very important part of the school experience,  there are other opportunities and support 

which we offer to your child in order to prepare for the future. In meetings, with your child's tutor and a member of the Senior 

Leadership Team, your child will be given advice and guidance over their future careers. Your child will also be invited to a 

personal careers interview with our adviser to help plan for the future. If your child has a particular career in mind, support 

them in checking the qualifications required to be accepted onto a course. You can find this out from the Careers Library in 

school.  

Employers look for candidates who are flexible in their approach to work. A lot of employers emphasise the importance of the 

right personal qualities: enthusiasm, perseverance and punctuality. The ability to work with others and demonstrate initiative 

are also key skills that we actively encourage at Fareham Academy. Most employers say that these personal qualities are 

decisive factors when they are appointing staff. We strongly encourage your child to make sensible option choices that will lead 

them to approach the next two years at school with interest, confidence, enthusiasm and to take advantage of advice to 

prepare themselves for life after school. For example the writing of letters of application, learning about the world of work and 

visiting local colleges.  

Yours Faithfully, 

Miss C Roberts 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Introduction 

 

Dear Student, 

You have now reached the point in Year 9 where you are able to make your choices regarding the subjects you will follow 
to examination level in 2027. 

This information booklet contains details of: 

• The Core subjects 

• The number of periods a week you will study each subject 

• The subjects you can now choose to study 

• The deadlines you have to meet to complete the option choice process 

 

Wednesday 5th March 2025 - You will have an Options Assembly to inform you of the process.  

Thursday 6th March 2025 - (17.00pm-19.00pm) Options Evening including an Options presentation and subject areas. 

Friday 7th March 2025 - You may start to confirm your preferred choices for your options next year.  Complete your form 
online using ‘SIMS Options Online’ (help guide starting on page 36). The link is available on the website under ‘Academy 
Life’ and then ‘Curriculum’. The link will also be emailed and sent as a text message directly to your parent/carers.  
 
Friday 14th March 2025 - Deadline for option choices to be made online using ‘SIMs Options Online’. 
 
Monday 17th March 2025 - Thursday 3rd April 2025- You will have a 5 minute meeting with a member of  the Senior 
Leadership Team (SLT) to discuss your option choices. 

 
I (Miss Roberts) am in charge of the Options process, and will start working on the planning of your option choices with Mr 
Geddes.  It may be that we will need to meet with you to discuss further.   

There are a wide range of subjects available to all students to choose from but you will need to be sure that you select the 
subjects you can succeed at. Please talk to your tutors for information, advice and guidance. You should be aware that 
some of the subjects on the options list might change if there are not enough students wanting to take them next year. 
You will need to make a choice for your humanity option, choosing either History or Geography.  

We expect the majority of students to choose French/Spanish with the other students having an extra option choice. You 
will then need to choose one subject in each of the three option blocks. 

If you have any questions please refer to your tutor in the first instance.  If your question is in relation to a subject then you 
can discuss this with the Head of Department.  Mr Day, Head of Year 9 is also available to talk to.  You are encouraged to 
seek advice from the sources available to help you make the best choices to enable you to succeed. 

Your parents and carers have entrusted your future wellbeing and success to Fareham Academy and we will do all we can 
to support you as you make these important decisions. You have been given more choice in your option subjects than any 
previous year group, so it is up to you to decide what subjects you excel in and enjoy.  

Good Luck! 
 
Miss Roberts 
Deputy Headteacher 
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All students, academies and schools are measured on how many GCSEs they achieve grades at 9-1, including English 

and Mathematics.   Your achievement in your best 8 subjects is reported by a measure called Attainment 8.  You will 

be given an Attainment 8 score as well as your GCSE grades at the end of Year 11. 

All students and Academies are also measured on how much progress they make from when they start in Year 7 to 

when they complete their exams at the end of Year 11, compared to similar students nationally.   This is known as 

Progress 8. 

 

 

 

The Progress 8 measure is designed to encourage all students to study a broad and balanced curriculum. 

The measure is based on students’ progress measured across 8 subjects. 

For each student, the eight subjects must be a combination from the diagram below. 

If a student has not taken the maximum number of qualifications that count in each group then they will receive a 

point score of zero for that empty slot. Therefore, at Fareham Academy we want to ensure all students have the 

opportunity to achieve their potential and study the full amount of qualifications.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Attainment 8 score will always be determined by adding the point score of all eight qualifications then dividing 

the points total by ten (the eight qualifications, with English and Mathematics counting twice), regardless of how 

many qualifications your child sits or in which subjects. 

A student’s Progress 8 score is defined as their Attainment 8 score, minus their estimated Attainment 8 score. The 

estimated Attainment 8 score is the average Attainment 8 score of all students nationally with the same prior 

attainment at Key Stage 2 (KS2). In this way, students are compared to similar students across the country.  

 

The EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s options open for further study and future careers. 

The EBacc is made up of the subjects which are considered essential to many degrees and open up lots of doors. 

Research shows that a pupil’s socio-economic background impacts the subjects they choose at GCSE, and that this 

determines their opportunities beyond school. The EBacc provides students with greater opportunities in further 

education and increases the likelihood that a pupil will stay on in full-time education. Sutton Trust research reveals 

that studying the EBacc can help improve a young person’s performance in English and maths.  

Progress 8 Measure 

Factsheet: The  Progress 8 Measure 

Progress 8 Overview 

Progress 8 Technical Guide 

EBacc qualifications 
(sciences, computer science, geography, 

history and French/Spanish) 

‘Open group’ 
Remaining EBacc qualifications and  

other approved qualifications 
(GCSEs and other approved academic, arts  

or vocational qualifications) 

English  Maths 
Double-weighted*   Double-weighted 

 
*Higher score of English Language or English Literature 

double-weighted if a student has taken both qualifications 

EBacc explained 
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Making the Right Choices 

This booklet will help you plan your final two years at Fareham Academy. It contains information 

about courses you can follow in your options and advice on how to make those choices. The 

more information you have at your finger tips, the better your choices will be. 

Why have I got this booklet? 

Why do I have to make a choice? 

We believe that you should have your own personalised curriculum that is tailored to your ability 

and talents. The next two years are the foundation for the rest of your life. You are not able to 

study all of your current subjects to examination level. It is important that you take time to 

consider all the options available to you, as the choices you make, could make a difference in the 

future. 

Will I get my first choices? 

The Options process aims to give everyone their first preference of option subjects. There are 

however occasions when this is impossible due to class sizes and staffing. You should therefore 

make sure that all of your preferences are subjects you definitely want to study and indicate 

whether they are your first, second or reserve choice. 

Will I be able to change my mind in September? 

You will not be able to change your mind in Year 10. You cannot swap between subjects once you 

have been placed in a subject and a class, unless in exceptional circumstances, after consultation 

with the Head of Department, Mr Geddes and your parents/carers. 

Should I choose the same subjects as my friends? 

You must make your own decisions based on subjects you enjoy, are good at and those that 

could be useful to you in the future. Don’t choose a subject just because your friends have 

chosen it or in the hope that you will get a certain teacher. The way the timetable works out, 

means you might not even find yourself in the same group as your friend anyway. 

Where do I go for help? 

Please read this booklet carefully. If you have any questions about the process you are about to 

go through please see your tutor. To help you make the best choices for you, you should talk to 

your tutor, parents and teachers. 

When do I have to make the final decision ? 

Your completed online choice form must be completed by 14th March 2025. If you miss this dead-

line your first preferences of subject cannot be guaranteed and you will be placed on courses that 

have spaces available.  Each course represents 1 GCSE award or Level 2 qualification equivalent. 
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Key Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 5th March 2025     Students assembly 

            
Thursday 6th March 2025 - (17.00pm-19.00pm)  Options evening with presentation and   
         subject visits. 

Friday 14th March 2025     Deadline for completion of online options  
         form. 
 
 
Monday 17th March - Thursday 3rd April 2025 Individual 5 minute meeting with a   
         member of SLT to discuss your option   
         choices. 
 

The Subjects Available 

The learning fortnight will be made up of 50 teaching periods of one hour each on a two 

week timetable. 

The number of lessons for each subject is shown in the table below. 

In this booklet there is an outline for each subject describing what students might expect 

if they opt for it. 

Subject 
Number of teaching 
hours each fortnight 

 English (English Literature & English Language) 8 

 Maths 8 

 Science 8 

 Option 1 Geography or History 6 

 Option 2  6 

 Option 3 6 

 Option 4 6 

Core PE (there will be no GCSE qualification for this subject) 2 
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In Years 10 and 11 the subjects that you have to study are: 

Core Subjects 

Page 9 

Mathematics 

Combined Science 

English Language 

Page 12 

A Humanity (Geography or History) 
Page 13 & 14 

Page 11 

Page 10 English Literature 
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For further course details contact Miss Lowry  (s.lowry@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

English Language  

GCSE English Language  Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

8 lessons per fortnight (shared with English Literature) 

Students will be provided with a wide range of opportunities to extend their knowledge and 

understanding of written and spoken English. 

Students will demonstrate their ability to: 

• Evaluate the impact of language choices in their own and others’ writing 

• Develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and perspectives; explain and 
evaluate how writers use linguistic, grammatical, and structural features to achieve effects 

• Organise, structure and adapt forms and vocabulary for clarity, purpose and effect 

• Write to communicate clearly 

• Structure and sustain talk, adapting it to different situations (This is a separate 

endorsement) 

Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

• Reading: Students will respond to one unseen literature fiction text 

• Writing: Students will write either descriptive or narrative writing 

Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives 

• Reading: Students will  respond to one unseen non-fiction text and one unseen literary 

non-fiction text 

• Writing: Students will write to present a viewpoint 

Spoken Language (separate endorsement) 

• Students will be assessed on presenting, how they respond to questions, and their use of 

standard English 

100% Terminal examination 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing: 50% - 1 hour 45 minutes 

Paper 2: Writer’s Views and Perspectives: 50% - 1 hour 45 minutes 

Non-exam Assessment: Spoken Language - Separate endorsement: 0% GCSE, but must be 

completed as part of the GCSE 

AS/A level English Language, AS/A level English Language/Literature, AS/A level 

Communication Studies, Journalism. 
Opening doors 

Objectives Students of English Language will be able to: 

• Communicate their ideas effectively, both written and spoken 

• Understand how writers use language and structure for effect 

• Make comparisons between texts and evaluate texts 
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For further course details contact Miss Lowry (s.lowry@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

English Literature  

GCSE English Literature  Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

 8 lessons per fortnight (shared with English Language)     

Students will be provided with a wide range of opportunities to extend their knowledge and 

understanding of the literary texts Poetry, Drama and Prose.  They will study them in the 

contexts in which they were written. 

Students will demonstrate their ability to: 

• Select and evaluate relevant textual detail to illustrate and support interpretations 

• Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writers’ presentation of ideas, 

themes and settings 

• Make comparisons and explain links between texts, evaluating writers’ different ways of 

expressing meaning and achieving effects 

• Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; explain how texts have been 

influential and significant to self and other readers different contexts and at different 

times 

100% Terminal examination 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel: 40% - 1 hour 45 minutes 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry: 60% - 2 hour 15 minutes 

 

AS/A level English Literature, AS/A level English Language/English Literature, AS/A level 

Literary Studies. 

 

Opening doors 

Objectives 
Students of English Literature will be able to: 

• Recall, select and communicate knowledge and understanding of concepts, issues and 
terminology 

• Analyse and evaluate information, sources, arguments and interpretations 

Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel  

• A play by Shakespeare  

• A 19th century novel 

Modern Texts and Poetry  

• A modern novel 

• A cluster of 15 poems which are thematically linked, written between 1789-present 

• Unseen poetry 
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For further course details contact Mr Llewellyn (c.llewellyn@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

GCSE Mathematics  

Mathematics 

Qualification 

Exam board EDEXCEL 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

Opening doors 

No. of lessons 8 lessons per fortnight  

Over the next two years students will continue to follow a linear course covering the six strands of 

the GCSE Maths syllabus.  They must be able to adapt all of the topics to real life scenarios and 

understand how these topics inter-relate.  Students will sit assessments during year 10 and full 

mock examination papers during year 11, prior to their final GCSE exams.  The final qualification is 

100% exam based, made up of  3 papers; one non-calculator and two calculator. 

As well as providing students with the basic numeracy skills used in everyday life,  students will 

also learn practical management skills, analytical skills, mathematical proof and understanding 

maths in the modern world. 

The course comprises of 6 main areas: 
 

• Number  

• Algebra 

• Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

• Geometry and measures 

• Probability  

• Statistics 

100 % Terminal examination 

There are two tiers of entry available, Foundations and Higher.  Students must take the same 

tier of entry for all three exams.  All three papers are equally weighted. 

Paper 1 Non- Calculator: 33.3% - 1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 2 Calculator: 33.3%  - 1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 3 Calculator: 33.3%  - 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

 

GCSE Mathematics is essential for further study and progressing onto colleges and higher 

education.  Students will need mathematics for T levels, BTEC, apprenticeships and A/AS level 

mathematics. 

Objectives Students will be expected to select and apply mathematical methods in a range of contexts. 

Interpreting and analysing problems using appropriate strategies to solve them. 

Students will also explore the functional element of Mathematics, where they will apply their 

knowledge to practical real life situations. 
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Core and Additional Science 

For further course details contact Mrs Beard (a.beard@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Science 

GCSE  Combined Science: Trilogy (Counts as 2 GCSEs) Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

8 lessons per fortnight  

 Students will be completing the GCSE Combined Science called Trilogy. AQA 's philosophy is that 

Science has something to offer every student - something that we are passionate about at 

Fareham Academy. Our broad and balanced Science curriculum is designed and sequenced to 

maximise progression for all, and we aim to provide the best quality of science education. At 

KS4, students will continue to acquire and utilise skills that help develop them into scientifically 

literate global citizens.  Assessment is linear - so all 6 exams will take place at the end of Yr11 . 

The assessment of practical skills will be both through exam papers and a range of prescribed 

required practicals.   

You will continue to develop the four key areas of science:  

• How Science Works: Practical Skills in Science 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Physics 

All 6 official exams will be taken at the end of Year 11  

100% Terminal examination 

Examination is available in Foundation and Higher Tiers. 

• Biology Paper 1: 16.7%  -  1 hour and 15 minutes  

• Biology Paper 2: 16.7%  -   1 hour and 15 minutes  

• Chemistry Paper 1: 16.7%  -    1 hour and 15 minutes  

• Chemistry Paper 2: 16.7%  -    1 hour and 15 minutes  

• Physics Paper 1: 16.7%  -    1 hour and 15 minutes  

• Physics Paper 2: 16.7%  -   1 hour and 15 minutes 

An understanding of science is essential in the modern world and the skills developed 

throughout each course are fully transferable to all future careers.  

Science qualifications are essential for a range of career opportunities, including laboratory 

work, psychology, sociology and medicine. It is also a basic requirement for many other fields, 

including the armed forces, teaching and engineering. 

 

Opening doors 

Objectives By the end of the course you will have developed a keen interest in science and be able to 

apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and the essential role of 

science in society.  You will also develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods.     
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Geography 

For further course details contact Mr Proudlock (a.proudlock@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

GCSE Geography Qualification 

Exam board 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

6 lessons per fortnight  

This exciting course studies Geography in a balanced framework of physical and human 

themes. Students will travel the world from their classroom.  Students will take part in two 

geographical fieldwork enquiries. 

• Living with the Physical Environment: Natural Hazards (earthquakes, typhoons and climate 

change), Rivers and Coasts (landforms and how to prevent flooding) and Ecosystems (plant 

and animal adaptations and how humans live and interact with hot deserts and tropical 

rainforests). 

• Challenges in the Human Environment: Urban issues (slums and economic growth in LIC in 

comparison to HICs),  Economic Development (why some countries are rich and why some 

are poor) and Resources (the causes and impacts of the uneven distribution of food, water 

and energy on our planet. 

• Geographical Applications: Fieldwork and Issues Analysis (we are given an issue from 

around the world and have to give our opinions backed up by content from the course.  

100% Terminal examination 

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment: 35% - 1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment: 35% - 1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 3: Geographical Applications: 30% - 1 hour 15 minutes exam on fieldwork and an issues 

analysis 

Geography is a strong, traditional subject that can be of use to students when taking up a 

variety of further educational courses.  It is an excellent platform to move onto A level studies 

in a wide range of subject areas. 

Geography provides many opportunities including jobs in; advertising, architecture, civil 

engineering, conservation, environmental health, meteorology, marketing, leisure and 

tourism, teaching, law, police and urban design. 

Geographers are good at communicating, spatially aware and good at solving problems; all 

essential life skills which employers really value. This is a brilliant course for helping students 

with their science and maths knowledge too as there are many cross curricular links. 

Opening doors 

Objectives • To help students better understand landscapes and the processes changing them 

• To help students to recognise how places and environments are interlinked 

• To  enable students to understand major world issues 

• For students to develop an understanding of other cultures and societies and become  

global citizens 

• To analyse natural events and how to reduce their impact on humans 

Overview 
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       For further course details contact Ms Johns (m.johns@fareham-academy.co.uk)  

History 

GCSE History Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

Edexcel 

6 lessons per fortnight  

Students will study two depth studies each covering a short and substantial time span, a 

period study of at least 50 years, the historic environment through the study of a particular 

site in its historical context and a thematic study involving the study of people, events and 

developments drawn from all three eras defined above.  

When studying History students will develop transferable skills including: 

• problem solving and critical thinking 

• communication 

• self-management and self-development 

• adaptability 

• collaborative problem solving  

The History GCSE qualification has four elements, assessed through three externally                
examined papers: 

• Paper 1: Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the Western Front, 
1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches.  

• Paper 2: Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88  

• Paper 2:  Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91  

• Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39  

100% Terminal examination 
Paper 1: Medicine through Time: 33% - 1 hour and 20 minutes  
Paper 2: Superpower Relations and the Cold War and Early Elizabethan England: 33% - 1 hour 
and 50 minutes  
Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany: 33% - 1 hour and 30 minutes 

History is a highly regarded choice for A-Level and university studies. Known for its academic rigour, it is 

widely recognised as a valuable qualification by higher education institutions and employers alike. 

Studying History equips students with critical thinking, research, and analytical skills, opening doors to a 

wide range of careers. 

Typical career paths for students pursuing History include opportunities in industries such as: Education 

and Academia, Law, Politics and Government, Media and Journalism, Heritage and Museums, Research 

and Analysis, Business Management.  

Opening doors 

Objectives The objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:  

• develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods 
and societies in local, British, and wider world history 

• engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and 
reflective thinkers  

• develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues 
critically and to make valid historical claims  

• develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded 
historical significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed 
about them  

• organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different 
ways and reach substantiated conclusions.  
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As well as studying the Core Subjects you also have a choice of which subjects you 

would like to study. The subjects on offer for September 2025 are: 

Option Subjects 

French/Spanish

Page 26 

Page 21 

Page 25 

Page 17 

Art, Craft & Design 

Hos-

Media Studies 

Page 16 

Fashion Textiles 

  Business Studies 

Drama 

Page 19 

Page 23 

Hospitality & Catering 

Dance 

Page 29 

Page 20 

Page 28 

Page 24 

Engineering Design 

Sports Studies 

Page 27 

Child Development 

Health and Fitness 

Page 30 

Page 22 

Page 18 

Page 31 

Music 

Religious Studies 

Page 32 

Photography 

Graphic Design 

Textiles 

 

French or Spanish 

Page 34 Triple Science (Using one option choice) 

Computer Science  

Sociology 

Page 33 



16 
   

 

 

Art, Craft & Design 

For further course details contact Mr Hooker (j.hooker@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

GCSE Art, Craft and Design Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

6 lessons per fortnight  

Component one is coursework, students will undertake a sustained project responding to set 

themes creating work associated with art, craft and design specialisms.  

Component two is the exam and students respond to themes set by the awarding body.  

Students are expected to complete a minimum of two hours of independent learning per 

week.  

Students will develop drawing skills to a high level and refine ideas to produce high quality 

outcomes. They will create work which demonstrates the formal elements; colour, line, shape, 

texture, pattern, harmony and composition.  

They will demonstrate different approaches to: 

• Observational Studies: Recording imagery through using techniques which could include 
drawing, painting, sculpture and photography 

• Artist Research: Research and analysis of artists work and responding to these artists 

• Initial Ideas: Creating inspired individual and original artwork 

• Developed Ideas: Reflecting, refining and developing ideas 

• Final Piece: Concluding the project by creating an outcome which responds to the theme  

• Analysis: All practical work is supported with written reflections and evaluations. 

Coursework and Externally Set Assignment (exam) are marked using the same Assessment 

Objectives: Students must demonstrate their ability to: 

• Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources  

• Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, 
materials, techniques and processes  

• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 
 

40% Terminal examination 

Component 1: Portfolio of work (controlled assessment): 60% of final grade  

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (10 hour Exam): 40% of final grade 

This course will prepare students for further educational study in a Visual and Creative Arts 

based career pathways. Post 16 options include Technical and Professional, Apprenticeship 

or A Level Art routes.  

The Arts and Culture sector contributes to £7.7billion to the UK economy. Employment areas 

included roles in Architecture, Graphics, Marketing, Advertising, Fashion, Theatre and Stage, 

Computer Games, Illustration and Arts Education.  

Opening doors 

Objectives GCSE Art and Design aims to provide students with the broad and balanced opportunities to 

explore a variety materials, techniques and processes. Students study a range of artists, art 

movements, source imagery and artefacts to inspire their creative process.  
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Enterprise & Marketing 

Business Studies 

Qualification 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

For further course details contact Mrs Hebburn (g.hebburn@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Opening doors 

Exam board OCR—Cambridge Nationals 

No. of lessons 6 lessons per fortnight  

Enterprise and Marketing encourages students to develop the practical skills and applied 

knowledge they’ll need in the business and enterprise sector. Students put their learning into 

practice and develop valuable transferable skills, beneficial if they’re considering starting up 

their own enterprise/business.  

Students will be given the opportunity to understand and apply the fundamental principles 

and concepts of Enterprise and Marketing including characteristics of successful 

entrepreneurs, market research, financial viability, the marketing mix and factors to consider 

when starting up and running an enterprise.  Students will develop independence and 

confidence in using skills that would be relevant to the business and enterprise sector. 

• Characteristics, risk and reward for enterprise  

• Rewards and drawbacks for risk taking 

• Market research to target a specific customer  

• Market research and segmentation 

• What makes a product financially viable  

• Revenues, profit and loss 

• Break even 

• Enterprise and marketing concepts  

• Marketing mix and product lifecycle 

Enterprise and Marketing provides students with both the knowledge and the skills to enter 

the business world or to continue within education.  Learners will be given the opportunity to 

research ideas, verbally communicate ideas, develop analytical skill 

Objectives By the end of the course, students will have the knowledge and skills to establish how a 

business is run, as well as identify the key functions of a business.  Students will analyse the 

activities of business, both local and global, identifying the reasons for success or failure. 

Enterprise and marketing concepts: (38% of final grade) 1 hour 15 mins 

Design a business proposal: Coursework (31% of final grade)  

Market and pitch a business proposal: Coursework (31% of final grade) 
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Child Development 

For further course details contact Mr Hooker (j.hooker@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

Tech Award Level 1/ Level 2 in Child Development   Qualification 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

Opening doors 

Exam board Pearson BTEC 

No. of lessons 6 lessons per fortnight  

• Knowledge of developmental milestones and factors affecting growth. 

• Confidence in planning and carrying out play activities that benefit children’s learning. 

• Practical skills in creating child-friendly environments. 

• Analytical and evaluative skills for understanding child development needs. 

• Component 1: The patterns and characteristics of children’s development from birth to five 

years, including physical, intellectual, emotional and social growth.  

• Component 2: The role of play in children’s learning and development, factors affecting 

growth and creating environments to support learning and play.  

• Component 3: Applying knowledge of child development through an externally set practical 

exam.  

Component 1: Internally assessed coursework (30%) 

Component 2: Internally assessed coursework (30%) 

Component 3: Externally set practical exam (40%) 

Progression to T-levels in Childcare and Education or other Level 3 qualifications. 

Future careers include roles such as Primary school teacher, speech and language therapist, 

nurse, doctor or early years educator. 

Objectives Understand the characteristics of children’s development from birth to five years. 

Explore factors that affect growth and development. 

Understand how children play how learning can be supported through play. 

This course provides students with the opportunity to develop applied knowledge and 

understanding of child development from birth to five years, focusing on growth, play and 

meeting individual needs. It explores how children learn through play and how their 

development can be supported effectively.  

Additional  • Students must dedicate time outside of lessons to complete coursework and practical 

activities. 

• A high level of writing and analytical skills is required to produce well-structured 

coursework. 

• Practical tasks require creativity, attention to detail and empath for children’s needs. 
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Computer Science 

For further course details contact Mrs McVeagh (k.mcveagh@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

GCSE Computer Science Qualification 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

Opening doors 

Exam board OCR 

No. of lessons 6 lessons per fortnight  

This course will encourage students to understand and apply the fundamental concepts and 
principles of Computer Science, and to develop their knowledge and application of these in the 
modern world. 

It offers a great way to develop analysis and problem-solving skills which can be transferred to 
everyday life.  

 

The GCSE Computer Science syllabus will enable students to develop valuable critical thinking, 
analysis, and programming skills that are extremely attractive in the modern workplace. It will 
also help to develop a deep understanding of computational thinking and how to apply it 
through a chosen programming language.  

This course will introduce students to: 

• problem solving and utilising data representation to make sense of information used and 

processed by computers 

• computer Hardware, Software, Networks and the impact and methods used for System 

Security 

• the impact of Computer Science in a global context through the study of the ethical, legal, 

cultural and environmental concerns associated with Computer Science  

• computational thinking techniques to develop algorithms and methods that help design, 

write, test, refine, and evaluate programs  

• utilising mathematical skills and logic to produce more complex programs 

• clarifying and articulating resolution of a wide range of problems in varying contexts  

100% Terminal examination 

Paper 1: Computer Systems: 50% - 1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: 50%  - 1 hour 30 minutes  

In addition, students will also be required to demonstrate proficiency in at least one high level 
programming language through a series of in lesson activities which are designed to develop 
their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using a high-level programming language. 

Computer Science continues to have a growing importance, so there will be a higher demand 
for professionals who are qualified in this area. If students want to go on to higher education 
and employment in the field of Computer Science, they will find that this course provides a 
superb stepping stone. Students who have taken this course can then progress to study the 
subject at A-Level, BTEC Level 3 in Computer Science or a number of related computing, 
computer science, and technology areas which utilise the solid groundwork provided through 
this qualification including a range of Digital T Level Technical Qualifications. 

Objectives Studying Computer Science prepares students for living and working in an increasingly digital 
world. Whilst students will no doubt already have some knowledge of computers and related 
areas, this course will give them an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works 
and looks at what goes on ‘behind the scenes.’ 
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For further course details contact Mrs Cuthbert (e.cuthbert@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

Dance 

GCSE Dance Qualification 

Exam board 

No. of lessons 

 AQA 

6 lessons per fortnight  

This course provides a solid foundation for a career in dance or performing arts and/or further 

studies in dance or performing arts, including A-level Dance. 

Opening doors 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

The course consists of two components. 

Component 1  - PERFORMANCE AND CHOREOGRAPHY 60% 

Students will perform set works given by the exams board and be marked on their performance 

techniques when dance. 

Dancers will create and perform a piece of choreography for NEA (non examined assessment. 

Component 2 -  DANCE APPRECIATION 40% 

Students will learn about dance technique and terminology and write about what they have 

done in lessons to learn the work.  They will also be required to study 6 professional 

performance works and discuss what they have learnt about two which are selected unknown 

60 % practical work 

40% final written exam—1hour 30 minutes 

Objectives This GCSE is aimed at students who have a passion for practical dance, dancers who enjoy 

choreographing dance and for students who have an appreciation for watching professional 

dance on stage.  The aim is to offer students a chance to participate and discuss dance in all 

forms. 

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their 

creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in 

the subject. Dance introduces and develops learners’ skills in a selected dance style and 

improves their ability to reproduce and perform technical movements with a group and develop 

and perform a style specific sequence. The purpose of this course is to enable the development 

of dance technique and performance and an understanding of a dance style.  

Students will need to be dedicated, focussed, hardworking and able to meet deadlines. They will 

be required to perform in front of an audience and will work on the technical aspects of dance 

performance as well as the theory that underpins it. Students will develop their creative skills by 

choreographing, self evaluation, dance technique and working safely and effectively with others.  



21 
   

 

 

For further course details contact Mrs Cuthbert (e.cuthbert@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Drama 

Drama could lead on to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies, Performing Arts and 

Expressive Arts at A-Level or above, or other related subjects such as English, Music, Dance, 

Art Media and Design. 

Opening doors 

Drama GCSE Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

6 lessons per fortnight  

Drama is an exciting, creative and expressive course which encourages students to work as part 

of a team, think on their feet, empathise with others, think critically, develop confidence in 

communication and public speaking.  The purpose of the course is to provide learners with 

skills, knowledge and understanding within the creative and performing arts industry.  

• Developing and creating original  pieces of Drama 

• Studying practitioners to develop work in new styles and genres 

• Performing for an audience 

• Public speaking 

• Planning, rehearsing, time keeping and organisational skills 

Component 1—Understanding drama 

This is on the form of a written exam.  You will be required to learn a script (you will do this 

both in a practical and theory way) and then speak about how you would perform as one fo the 

chosen characters in the exam.  You will also be required to watch a live theatre performance 

and review this in the exam as part of the course. 

Component 2—Devising drama 

This is a practical component where you get to create and develop your own play based on a 

stimulus. You will also create a 2500 word coursework essay to go with this.  

Component 3— Texts in practice 

You will choose a scripted piece of theatre, learn a section of it and perform this to an external 

examiner for assessment. 

40% - Written exam—1 hour 45 minutes 

40% - Practical performance and essay 

20% - Practical performance exam 

Objectives Drama is a subject that allows students to explore both practical and theoretical elements of 

learning. This course has been designed  to support drama practitioners and performers to allow 

them the chance to explore different styles of drama and theatre arts. 
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Level 1/ Level 2 Cambridge National in Engineering Design  

Engineering Design 

Qualification 

Exam board OCR 

Overview 

Skills 

Assessment 

Opening doors 

No. of lessons 6 lessons per fortnight  

This qualification is designed to develop students' understanding of engineering design 

and its processes. Students will gain skills in designing products, developing prototypes 

and understanding engineering materials and techniques. The course includes practical 

and theoretical learning and is assessed through coursework and exams.  

• Engineering design skills (freehand sketching, technical drawing, CAD software, model 
making 

• Knowledge of materials and their properties (metals, plastics, composites) 

• Ability to create prototypes and test design solutions 

• Problem-solving and creative thinking 

• Project management, including planning and scheduling 

• Use of CAD software and design tools 

• Effective communication and presentation of ideas 

• Unit R038: Principles of Engineering Design (40%) written exam 1 hour 15 minutes  

• Unit R039: Communicating Designs (30%) 12 hour controlled assignment 

• Unit R040: Design evaluation and modelling (30%) 12 hour controlled assignment 

A level design & technology (Product design & Engineering), Vocational qualifications in      

engineering, manufacturing or design. 

Careers in the engineering sector (e.g. mechanical engineer, product designer, CAD           

technician, systems engineer, automotive engineer) 

For further course details contact Mr Hooker (j.hooker@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Objectives • To develop practical skills and understanding of the engineering design process 

• To understand materials, components and their properties 

• To apply design techniques in the creation of engineering solutions 

• To build an awareness of sustainable design and the role of technology in engineering 

• To develop skills in project management, communication and teamwork 

Course content Unit R038: Principles of Engineering design - in this unit you will learn about the design process 

and all of the stages that are involved. 

Unit R039: Communicating Designs - in this unit you will learn how to use sketching and 

engineering drawings to communicate your ideas. 

Unit R040: Design evaluation and modelling - in this unit you will learn how to use sketching and 

engineering drawings to communicate your ideas. 

Additional info Students must be prepared to engage in both practical and theoretical study, often requiring 

additional work outside of school hours. The course demands a solid understanding of       

engineering concepts, technical skills and attention to detail; it is not an ‘easy’ course.        

Students should be willing to experiment with different materials and design techniques,  

refining their work and learning from feedback. The course also involves collaboration and 

communication skills for group projects and presenting ideas. 
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French/Spanish 

For further course details contact Mr Gaubert (r.gaubert@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

GCSE French/Spanish Qualification 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

Opening doors 

Exam board Pearson/Edexcel 

No. of lessons 6 lessons per fortnight  

Students will have the opportunity to develop further their literacy skills in French/Spanish. 

Students in Set 1 and 2 will be encouraged to opt in.   

Students will continue to develop the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

In listening and reading, students will be using longer texts and will develop skills for 

understanding the key points, as well as more specific linguistic details across a range of topics. 

Students will further develop writing skills to enable them to confidently write in French/

Spanish using a variety of tenses and language structures. In speaking, students will improve 

accent and fluency, as well as developing  extensive responses to express and justify opinions. 

Students could use this course to prepare for advanced level courses such as A/AS level 

Modern Foreign Languages. There are many language specific jobs such as translating and 

interpreting but a qualification in a language opens the doors in many careers such as 

journalism and provide students with  more opportunities in the global market that we live in 

today.  A GCSE in French will contribute to the E-Bacc Certificate, which is expected by most 

universities. 

Objectives • To develop an understanding of French/Spanish in a variety of contexts 

• To build a strong knowledge of French/Spanish  vocabulary and structures 

• To establish transferable language learning skills 

• To promote effective ways to communicate in French/Spanish 

My personal world: family, friends, relationships and equality. 

Lifestyle and wellbeing: physical and mental well-being, food and drink, sports. 

My neighbourhood: places in town, shopping, the natural world and environmental issues. 

Media and technology: music, TV, film, social media and gaming. 

Studying and my future: school and future opportunities.  

Travel and tourism: transport, accommodation and tourist attractions. 

 100% Terminal examination. 

Paper 1: Speaking: 25% - 7-9 minutes (Foundation Tier), 10-12 minutes (Higher Tier). 

Paper 2: Listening:  25% - 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 60 minutes (Higher Tier). 

Paper 3: Reading: 25% - 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 60 minutes (Higher Tier). 

Paper 4: Writing: 25% - 1 hour 15 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 20 minutes (Higher Tier). 



24 
   

 

 

For further course details contact Mr Hooker (j.hooker@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Graphic Communication 

This course opens doors to: 

• A level Art and Design (Graphic Design, Illustration, etc) 

• Foundation courses in art and design, graphic design or digital media 

• University degrees in graphic design, multimedia design, advertising or digital arts 

• Careers in graphic design, advertising, branding, illustration or web design 

Opening doors 

GCSE Art and Design (Graphic Communication) Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA   

6 lessons per fortnight  

• To develop creative skills and personal expression in graphic communication 

• To refine techniques in digital design, typography and illustration 

• To understand and apply graphic design principles, including layout, composition and visual 

storytelling. 

• To engage in independent, reflective learning and evaluation 

This course focuses on developing students’ skills in graphic design, including visual 
communication, digital design and print production. Students will explore a range of techniques, 
including typography, layout, illustration and digital software, to create graphic design solutions. 
The course includes both coursework and an externally set exam.  

• Digital design skills (Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop etc) 

• Typography and layout design 

• Illustration and drawing techniques 

• Time management and project development 

• Critical analysis and evaluation 

• Problem solving and idea generation 

• Experimentation with media and materials 

• Component 1: is your portfolio covering practical work, experimentation and you final pieces 

• Component 2: Externally set assignment - students get to respond to a theme set by AQA, 
completing a final piece from that. 

• Topics can include poster design, branding, advertising, packaging and digital illustration. 

Component 1: Portfolio of work (Coursework): 60% of final grade 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (10 hour Exam): 40% of final grade 

Objectives 

Additional info Students must be prepared to work outside of school hours to complete coursework and develop 
their projects. The course requires strong technical and creative skills and is not and ‘easy’ 
course; it demands consistent effort, practice and attention to detail. Students should be willing 
to experiment with a variety of design techniques and digital tools, revising their work and 
learning from mistakes. 
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For further course details contact Mr Bradshaw (b.bradshaw@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Health & Fitness  

NCFE Level 2 Vcert in Health and Fitness (GCSE Equivalent) Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

NCFE 

6 lessons per fortnight  

This qualification is designed for learners who want an introduction to health and fitness that 

includes a vocational and project-based element. The qualification will appeal to learners who 

wish to pursue a career in the health and fitness sector or progress to further study.  

Learners will know about  adapting their own ideas and responding to feedback, evaluating 

their own work, analysing data and making decisions that are essential for the health and 

fitness sector, such as evaluation skills, responding to data, independent working, working to 

deadlines and efficient use of resources. The knowledge and skills gained will provide a secure 

foundation for careers in the health and fitness industry.  

Students will study the following topics in the classroom and they will sit one exam which is 

worth 40% of their final grade. Students will also have to complete a synoptic project in year 11 

which is worth 60% of their final grade. Students will study the following topics  

understand and identify the main body systems and their functions , understand the principles of 

training and FITT , explore how physical activities affect the body in the short and long term, 

understand how relevant fitness tests can be used for specific health and skill components of 

fitness, understand different lifestyle analysis tools and how to apply them ,create a health and 

fitness programme.        

External Exam: 40% of final grade 

Unit 1: Introduction to body systems and principles of training in health and fitness 
LO1 Understand the structure and function of body systems and how they apply to health 
and fitness  
LO2 Understand the effects of health and fitness activities on the body   
LO3 Understand health and fitness and the components of fitness  
LO4 Understand the principles of training 
 

Synoptic Project: 60% of final grade 

Unit 2: Preparing and planning for health and fitness 
LO1: Understand the impact of lifestyle on health and fitness  
LO2: Understand how to test and develop components of fitness 
LO3: Understand how to apply health and fitness analysis and set goals  
LO4: Understand the structure of a health and fitness programme and how to prepare safely 

College study: AS/A2 level PE, BTEC Diploma in Sport.  Post 18 employment or degree study: 

sports science, sports development, physiotherapy. Post graduate opportunities: 

Physiotherapist, sports development officer, personal trainer, dietician, any forces or even a PE 

teacher!. 

Opening doors 

Objectives The qualification focuses on an applied study of the health and fitness sector and learners will 

gain a broad knowledge and understanding of working in the sector.  
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For further course details contact Mr Hooker (j.hooker@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Hospitality & Catering 

This course opens doors to: 

• A level Food Technology, Health & Social Care or Business Studies 

• Vocational qualifications in hospitality, catering or food science 

• Careers in hospitality, catering management, food safety or culinary arts (e.g. chef, 

catering manager, food safety officer). 

Opening doors 

Vocational Award in Hospitality & Catering (GCSE Equivalent) Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

WJEC   

6 lessons per fortnight  

This qualification covers the hospitality and catering industry, focusing on knowledge 

of the industry, food safety, nutrition, menu planning and practical cookery skills.  

 

• Knowledge of health and safety in catering. 

• Menu planning and preparation skills 

• Practical cookery skills. 

• Ability to evaluate food presentation and nutritional content 

Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry—focuses on industry functions, food safety and 

catering services. 

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action—Covers menu planning, food preparation, cooking and 

evaluating practical work.  

40% Terminal examination 

Unit 1: External assessment - written exam, 40%, 1hr 20mins 

Unit 2: Internal assessment - controlled assessment, 60%, 12hours 

Objectives • To understand the hospitality and catering industry and its key functions. 

• To apply practical skills to prepare and cook dishes. 

• To understand the importance of food safety, nutrition and planning. 

Additional info A significant amount of independent study and practical work is required. Students must 

demonstrate practical cooking skills in controlled conditions. Coursework and assignments 

require attention to detail and adherence to food safety regulations. The course is demanding 

and requires dedication, time management and the ability to work to deadlines. 
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For further course contact Miss Lowry (s.lowry@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

Media Studies 

GCSE Media Studies Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

 6 lessons per fortnight  

This course offers a chance for students to: 

• embark on a journey from the still to moving image and engage them with the convergent 
nature of the contemporary media 

• recognise the distinctive ways in which different media technologies shape media 
productions and create their own productions 

• become creative media producers for different audiences 

This course offers a chance for students to;  

• develop investigative, critical thinking and decision-making skills through consideration of 

issues that are important, real and relevant to them 

• develop their appreciation and critical understanding of the media and its role in their daily 

lives  

• develop their practical and creative skills through opportunities for personal  engagement 

and creativity 

• understand how to use media concepts and ideas to analyse media productions in their 

various contexts 

The course will encourage students to explore: 

• Media Language 

• Media Representations 

• Media Industries 

• Media Audiences 

70% Terminal examination 

Students will take two exam papers. 

Paper 1: Theoretical Framework: Media Language, industries, audiences and representation: 

35%  - 1 hour 30 minutes 

Paper 2: TV & newspapers or Online, Social and Participatory media and Video Games: 35%  - 1 

hour 30 minutes 

Non Exam Assessment: Application of knowledge and understanding of the theoretical 

framework in order to create a media product: 30%  

An understanding of the media can lead to professions and degrees related to journalism, 

advertising, producing, directing, public relations and social media managing. 

BTEC Firsts and Nationals in Performing Arts and Media 

AS/A level Media Studies 

Opening doors 

Objectives To allow students to draw on their existing experience of the media and to develop their 

abilities to explore as well as to create media. 
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Music 

For further course details contact Mrs Pocknell (b.pocknell@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Performing Arts for Music Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

EDUQAS  

6 lessons per fortnight  

Students will have the opportunity to work as a soloist or a member of an ensemble. They will 

develop both their performance and composition on an instrument of choice. They will explore 

the processes of rehearsing and developing a performance considering the audience and event.  

Learners need to think as a professional and approach tasks in the same way an artist would 

approach real life commissions.  

• Perform effectively on their instrument/voice 

• Understand and apply theory to compose their own piece of music. 

• Plan and carry out investigations and research into their  performances 

• Rehearse and display musicianship skills in a number of professional scenarios 

• Initiate and develop repertoire 

This course is based around 3 units. 

Unit 1: Performance of an existing piece of music 

Unit 2: Composition of your own piece of music 

External unit: This takes the form of a controlled assignment—responding to a brief to create 

an event for the Performing Arts  

 

100% Controlled Assessment  

Unit 1: Performing 30%, Internally Assessed (60 Marks)  

Unit 2: Composing 30%, Internally Assessed  (60 Marks)  

Unit 3: Performing Arts in Practice 40%, Externally Assessed (80 Marks)  

As well as preparing students for the study of Music at a higher level, the academic nature of a 

formal Music qualification is highly valued by institutions of further and higher education, as 

well as by many employers and professional bodies.  

Opening doors 

Objectives Music is a subject that allows students to explore both practical and theoretical elements of 

learning. This course has been designed  to support students in developing a range of specialist 

knowledge in Performing Arts and their general skills to support their progression towards 

future employment.  
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Photography 

For further course details contact Mr Hooker (j.hooker@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

GCSE Art & Design Photography Qualification 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

Opening doors 

Exam board AQA 

No. of lessons 6 lessons per fortnight  

Component 1: Portfolio covering practical work, experimentation and final pieces. 
Component 2: Students respond to a theme set by AQA, completing a final photographic 
pieces based around it. 
Topics can include portrait photography, still life, landscape, photojournalism and 
conceptualism 

40% Terminal examination 

Component 1: Portfolio of work (Coursework): 60% of final grade 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (10 hour Exam): 40% of final grade 

• A Level Art and Design (photography, Film Studies etc) 

• Foundation course in art and design, photography or media 

• University degrees in photography, film, media studies, visual communication or 

related fields. 

• Careers in photography, photojournalism, film production, event photography, 

advertising and visual arts. 

Objectives • To develop creative skills and personal expression through photography 

• To refine technical photography skills such as composition, lighting and editing 

• To understand and apply photographic processes and techniques 

• To engage in independent, reflective learning and evaluation 

This course focuses on developing students' skills in photography as an art form. Students will 

explore digital photography techniques, including composition, lighting, editing and photo 

manipulation. They will also explore physical edits such as collage, weave and paper distortion. 

The course includes both coursework and an externally set exam.  

Students will develop the following skills: 

• Photography techniques (composition, lighting, camera settings) 

• Digital image manipulation (using Adobe Photoshop or similar) 

• Critical analysis and evaluation of photographic work 

• Time management and project development 

• Experimentations with different photographic styles and genres (portrait, landscape, 

abstract etc) 

• Printing and presenting photographic work 

Additional info Students must be prepared to work outside of school hours to complete coursework, 

including photography shoots and editing. The course requires a strong technical 

understanding of photography and digital editing; it is not an ‘easy’ course and demands 

consistent effort, practice and attention to detail. Students should be willing to experiment 

with a variety of photographic techniques and editing styles, revising their work and learning 

from mistakes. 
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Religious Studies 

For further course details contact Miss Taylor (t.taylor@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

GCSE Religious Studies Qualification 

Exam board 

 6 lessons per fortnight  

AQA Specification  A 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

The purpose of Religious Studies at Fareham Academy is to provide students with the tools to 

critically participate and  reflect on the dynamics  and the essence of society. It aims to educate 

young people in the development of religions and religious practices  as well as allowing them 

to explore and question philosophical and ethical viewpoints. 

Religious Studies provides students with fundamental transferable skills  of evaluation, 

analysis, communication, critical thinking and critical judgement. It encourages students to 

think beyond themselves and understand the world from a variety of views, building their 

character in the process. Through the exploration of ethical topics and questions concerning 

the ultimate nature of reality, Religious Studies allows students to consider the concepts such 

as Right and Truth. 

100% Terminal examination 

The GCSE is externally assessed through two exams in the summer of Year 11.  The RS GCSE 

course is single tier with all students sitting the same papers.  There is no controlled 

assessment or coursework, just the written examinations at the end of the course.   

The second religion will be determined by the school for Religious Studies. 

Two components are studied for the Full Course Award  

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices of two religions are 

studied (Christianity and Islam) 

Component 2: Thematic studies 

• Theme A: Relationships and families (Human sexuality, contraception, marriage/Divorce 

and family structure ) 

• Theme B: Religion and life (Origin of the universe, the abuse of animals/environment, 

Abortion and Euthanasia 

• Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict (War, Terrorism and Weapons of mass destruction) 

• Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment (Death penalty, Prisons and the treatment of 

criminals) 

A qualification in Religious Studies is a valuable entry qualification to post-16 education, 

whether it be in Religious Studies, Philosophy, Critical Thinking or any other advanced studies 

subject.  Many employers will welcome knowledge and appreciation of other peoples’ beliefs 

and practices and the ability to debate and communicate clearly. People who have qualifications 

in RS generally go on to work in some of the following careers: 

NHS (Doctors or Nurses), National and Local Government, Education, Law, Social Services, PR, 

Advertising, Journalism and Banking  

Opening doors 

Objectives To encourage students to adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of 

key moral and life issues. 
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GCSE Sociology 

For further course details contact Ms Johns  (m.johns@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

GCSE Sociology Qualification 

Exam board 

 6 lessons per fortnight  

Eduqas 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

Sociology is the study of how society works and how people’s lives are shaped by social 

structures, culture, and institutions like family, education, and the justice system. It explores 

topics such as inequality, crime, social class, and identity, helping students understand 

Sociology helps students develop critical thinking skills by analysing different viewpoints and 

questioning common assumptions about society. They will learn to interpret and evaluate 

sociological research, using evidence to support their arguments and draw reasoned 

conclusions. Strong literacy skills are developed through reading case studies, summarising key 

ideas, and writing structured essays. Students will also enhance their ability to debate and 

discuss social issues, improving their confidence in expressing ideas clearly. By studying real-

world topics such as crime, education, and inequality, they will build problem-solving and 

analytical skills that are valuable for further study and future careers. 

PAPER 1—Understanding Social Processes – This focuses on how individuals are shaped by 

society, covering topics such as socialisation, identity, culture, family, education, and research 

methods. 

·  

PAPER 2—Understanding Social Structures – This explores wider societal issues, including 

crime and deviance, social inequality, power, and the influence of social institutions on 

different groups in society. 

100% Terminal examination 

The GCSE is externally assessed through two exams in the summer of Year 11.  GCSE Sociology 

is assessed through two written exams, each lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes. Both exams 

consist of a mix of short-answer questions, structured responses, and extended essay-style 

questions that test students’ ability to apply sociological theories, analyse evidence, and 

evaluate arguments. There is no coursework,. 

GCSE Sociology opens doors to careers in law, social work, criminology, psychology, and 

education. It’s also useful for journalism, marketing, politics, policing, human resources, and 

public services. The subject develops analytical and communication skills, making it ideal for 

any role that involves understanding people and society. 

Opening doors 

Objectives GCSE Sociology helps students develop a critical understanding of society by exploring key 

themes such as social structures, inequality, crime, and research methods.  
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Sports Studies 

For further course details contact Mr Bradshaw (b.bradshaw@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

OCR 

6 lessons per fortnight  

This course is designed to enable students to Understand and apply the fundamental principles 

and concepts of Sport Studies. To Understand topical and contemporary issues in sport, 

including; why people do and do not participate in sport. Develop skills as a performer in two 

different sporting activities and learn how to lead sporting activity sessions. To Explore the 

relationship that media has with sport and understand how linked they are. Also, for pupils to 

take part in outdoor and adventurous activities in natural settings to gain an understanding of 

the benefits that these activities offer to people. 

 
Students will develop an understanding of adapting their own ideas and responding to feedback, 

completing research, responding to data, independent working, working to deadlines and 

efficient use of resources. Students will also gain the skills to be able to work with others, plan 

training programmes, evaluate and make recommendations to help improve performance and 

develop their own leadership skills. 

Students will sit one exam which is worth 40% of their final grade. Practical performance and 

leadership in sporting activities which is worth 40% of their final grade, and then coursework 

in the third unit which is worth 20% of their final grade. The following topics will include con-

temporary sports issues studying what factors affect sporting participation at every level. 

Performance and leadership in sports activities, which will involve pupils designing a sporting 

lesson, delivering the lesson and evaluating the lesson. Also, finally sport and the media dis-

covering the link between the media and sport both negative and positive influences the me-

dia has in sport. 

1hr 15 minute Contemporary issues in sport exam: 40% of the final grade  

Practical Performance and leadership in sports activities: 40% of final grade  

Sport and the media assignment: 20% of final grade 

Opening doors 

Objectives This qualification focuses on practical sports coaching and teaching alongside the issues within 

sports participation and the media 

OCR Level1/level2 Cambridge National in Sport Studies (GCSE Equivalent) 

This course may lead pupils into further study, which could be Level 3 vocational qualifications, 

such as the Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity, AS or A-Levels, such as Physical 

Education, Psychology, Sociology, Sport or Media. Other Post graduate opportunities such as; 

Physiotherapist, sports development officer, Coach or Teacher . 
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GCSE Art and Design (Textiles) 

Textiles 

Qualification 

Exam board 

Overview 

Skills 

Course content 

Assessment 

No. of lessons 

AQA 

This course focuses on developing students' creative and technical skills in textile design. 

Students will explore a wide range of techniques and media to create original textile-based 

work, including fabric manipulation, dyeing and printmaking. The course includes both 

coursework and an externally set exam.  

Students will explore and learn the following: 

• Textile design techniques such as embroidery, fabric manipulation, printing and dyeing 

• Understanding the colour theory and pattern design 

• Drawing and design development 

• Time management and project development 

• Critical analysis and evaluation 

• Experimentation with materials and media 

Component 1: Portfolio covering practical work, experimentation and final pieces 
Component 2: Externally set assignment where students respond to a theme set by AQA and 
complete a final piece. 
Topics can include interior textiles, mixed media and sustainable textiles 

This textiles course can lead to: 

• A level Art and Design (Textiles, Fashion etc) 

• Foundation courses in art and design, fashion or textiles 

• University degrees in fashion design, textile design, interior design, costume design and 

more 

• Careers in textile and fashion industries (e.g. fashion design, textile manufacturing, 

costume design and surface design) 

Opening doors 

Objectives • To develop creative skills and personal expression through textile design 

• To refine techniques in fabric manipulation, dyeing and printmaking 

• To understand and apply textile design processes 

• To engage in independent, reflective learning and evaluation 

For further course details contact Mr Hooker (j.hooker@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

6 lessons per fortnight  

40% Terminal examination 

Component 1: Portfolio of work (Coursework): 60% of final grade 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (10 hour Exam): 40% of final grade 

Opening doors Students must be prepared to work outside of school hours to complete coursework and 

develop their projects. The course requires strong practical skills and artistic commitment; it is 

not an ‘easy’ course and demands consistent effort, practice and attention to detail. Students 

should be willing to experiment with a range of textile techniques and materials, often revising 

their work and learning from mistakes. 
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Triple Science 

For further course details contact Mrs Beard (a.beard@fareham-academy.co.uk) 

 

Course content 

Assessment 

3 separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

AQA 

 14 lessons per fortnight - 8 Core science lessons and 6 extra lessons from the 

option choice time 

Opting for Triple Science will use one of a student’s option choices.  Students’ performance so far 

in Science across Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics  will help identify the new cohort of Triple 

Scientists.  This group of students will have been identified as being capable of succeeding in the 

new and demanding courses.  These students are likely to fulfil all of the following criteria: 

already working at a consistent grade 9.7 or above across all three disciplines, as well as having 

an excellent attitude in all science lessons, have excellent attendance and an excellent home 

learning record.  An outstanding mindset for learning is required.  (Final selection will be the 

responsibility of the Head of Science).  

Students will continue to develop the four key areas of science:  

• How Science Works (practical skills in Science) 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Physics 

All 6 official exams will be taken at the end of Year 11 . 

100% Terminal examination   

Each of the three GCSEs consist of two exams, totalling 6 exams at the end of Year 11: 

• Biology Exams: 2 x 1 hour and 45 minutes 

• Chemistry Exams: 2 x 1 hour and 45 minutes 

• Physics Exams: 2 x 1 hour and 45 minutes 

GCSE Triple Science allows students to progress and develop the skills as mentioned on the 

previous Core Science page.  However, the Triple Science route is suitable for those students 

who are interested and competent in Science and are aiming to follow a career path into 

Science A-Levels and traditional Science degrees, including Medicine, Veterinary Surgery, 

Astrophysics, Engineering, Biochemistry and many more careers directly requiring accomplished 

scientists. 

At the end of the course, students will have developed a keen interest in science and be able to 

apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and the essential role of science 

in society. They will also develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods.  

Opening doors 

Qualification 

Exam board 

No. of lessons 

Objectives 

Overview 

Skills 
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Statistics 

Option Blocks & Choices Opting for your future……… 

Please scan this QR code to direct you to the following website so you can make your 

option choices: 

https://www.sims-parent.co.uk/ 

Non-opted subjects 

Option Block 1 

Choose between 

Geography and 

History preference 

Option Block 2 

Set 1 & 2 will be 

advised to take a 

modern foreign 

language. 

 Option Block 3 Option Block 4 

GCSE English Language GCSE Geography GCSE Art & Design GCSE Art & Design GCSE Drama 

GCSE English Literature GCSE History GCSE Graphics 
Cambridge National 

Business Studies 
GCSE Media Studies 

GCSE Mathematics   GCSE Dance L1/2 Music GCSE Photography 

GCSE Combined Science   GCSE French/Spanish 
GCSE Computer  

Science 

GCSE Religious  

Studies 

Core PE (no qualification)  
GCSE Geography/

History 
GCSE Photography L1/2 Sports Studies 

    GCSE Textiles GCSE Media Studies GCSE Triple Science 

    GCSE Engineering L1/2 Sports Studies 
VCERT Health &  

Fitness 

    GCSE Sociology 
GCSE Hospitality & 

Catering 

Cambridge National 

Business Studies 

   
BTEC L1/2 Child  

Development 
 

     

• Students are not able to select a combination of Textiles, Graphics, Art & Design 

• Students are not able to select a combination of Sports Science and Health and Fitness 

• Students must choose one subject from each block without replication.  
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Pease NOTE: In options blocks 2, 3 and 4 you can choose a reserve option. 

To select a reserve merely select the reserve button next to the subject 

you wish to be your second choice. We have a few subjects that are either 

very popular or do not always run. To support with this, it is suggested that 

you select a reserve to ensure best possible choices fort all. 
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Please scan this QR code to direct you to the following website so you can make your 

option choices: 

https://www.sims-parent.co.uk/ 

Or go to TALAXY and click the link 
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Sports Hall 

Art    Textiles 

Child Development Graphic Design 

Dance    Photography 

Drama   Sports Studies/ Health & Fitness 

Music   Three-dimensional design 

French   Engineering    

Spanish   History 

RE    Geography 

Sociology   Hospitality & Catering 

Assembly Hall 

Presentation 

Canteen 

Business Studies 

Computer Science 

Science 

English 

Maths 

Media Studies 
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Notes from the Options Evening 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


